AVIEMORE AND VICINITY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Thursday 13" August 2026, Aviemore Community Centre
MINUTES

1. Present
Al Dargie (Chair), AVCC
Peter Long (Secretary), AVCC
Kathleen Cameron AVCC
Roddy Stevens, AVCC
Sid Airey, AVCC
Vicky Stables, AVCC
Jeni Pacitti, AVCC
Bill Lobban, THC
Alex Macleod, FLS
Paul Hibberd, FLS
Janis Bootle, ACCG
John Talbot, Visitor
Kirsty Bruce, AGCT
Judy Burke, Glenmore Visitor Centre Cafe

2. Apologies for absence — Lauren MacCallum, CNPA
3. Welcome and introductions — Al Dargie welcomed everyone to the meeting

4. Declarations of interest — Bill Lobban indicated that he cannot comment on planning applications.
Peter Long stated that he is a Volunteer Ranger with CNPA (ltem 9a)

5. Minutes of the July meeting
Kathleen Cameron proposed acceptance of the minutes, seconded by Sid Airey

6. Matters arising from the July meeting

Janis Bootle updated the meeting on her correspondence with the First Minister’s office regarding
the old health centre. An FOI had been submitted regarding the nature of, timing and response to
the “community consultation” on the future use of the site referenced in previous correspondence.
After discussion, Bill Lobban again confirmed that there has never been any Common Good land
within Aviemore.

Action - Al Dargie to chase up NHS Highland for his request for an Assessment of Need for
Aviemore.

Eilidh McLeod reported that the Ski-ing Doo deck is being used under an Occasional Licence and
that a retrospective planning application is expected shortly.

Peter Long confirmed that other actions were complete. It was agreed that the issue of parking
around the Old Bridge Inn would be carried forward to a future meeting.
Action — Peter Long/Vicky Stables

7. Treasurer’s report
Jeni Pacitti proposed acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Roddy Stevens

8. Police report
None provided.



9. Business

a. Glenmore Fire and associated issues.
Al Dargie introduced the item and stressed that this was still a live incident and that a fuller
discussion of causes, prevention, and the overall response would be scheduled for a future
meeting. The immediate focus would be on the continuing management of the incident and the
recovery issues for local businesses.

The response from CNPA on Fire Ban enforcement had been circulated. It was noted that this
pre-dated the Glenmore incident, but raised some questions about the potential for effective
enforcement action. This will be picked up at a future meeting with CNPA in attendance.

Alex Macleod, FLS reported that the Glenmore situation had improved in recent days. Thermal
drones were being used to identify hot-spots, with resources then deployed to the relevant
specific locations. As of today, no further hot-spots were found, and control of the site was
formally handed back to FLS. The daily drone surveys will continue in the meantime. The
helicopters had also been stood down and redeployed elsewhere.

Public risk remains high, with many unsafe trees close to tracks, and tracks damaged by the
firebreak and felling work. A large area towards Ryvoan will remain closed to the public for some
time to come.

Paul Hibberd, FLS reported on the visitor management restrictions, and the importance of
managing access while work is continuing. FLS will aim for a phased re-opening as
circumstances allow.

Alex Macleod spoke of the importance of Risk Assessments and Fire plans for all key FLS sites.
FLS will undertake and internal review of events and responses, as well as contributing to any
wider review with partner agencies.

Al Dargie thanked all FLS staff for their efforts throughout the fire and particularly highlighted
the value of their clear communication strategy.

Al Dargie referred the meeting to various correspondence with Scottish Government ministers
over the period the fire. Some issues remain to be pursued or will be fed into future meetings
and reviews. Community Councillors were asked to treat these letters in confidence in the
meantime.

Al Dargie and Bill Lobban reported on the work led by Highland Council to support the reopening
of affected businesses. This was endorsed by Kirsty Bruce and Judy Burke, who reported on
progress at the Glenmore café.

A lot of business has been lost at a key time of year, and the importance of reinforcing positive
messages about Glenmore being open was stressed.

Bill Lobban reported that every effort is being made to get support funding to affected business
as quickly as possible.

Action — All to help promote Glenmore via social media

On behalf of the Community Council, Peter Long thanked both Al Dargie and Bill Lobban for
their hard work and leadership throughout the fire emergency.

Alex Macleod, Paul Hibberd, Janis Bootle, John Talbot, Kirsty Bruce, and Judy Burke all left the
meeting.

b. Planning Enforcement Charter
Peter Long referred the meeting to a letter from Spean Bridge Community Council requesting
support for proposed changes to Highland Council’s Planning Enforcement Charter (PEC). This
was prompted by frustration at the apparent lack of enforcement in some specific cases, and
by the feeling that some developers may be repeat offenders in these matters. The proposed



changes aim to tighten up enforcement and provide more transparency and scrutiny for the
wider community.

All planning authorities are required to provide a PEC to outline how they will proceed in case
of breaches of planning permission and legislation.

The meeting noted that most of the more significant applications in the AVCC area are managed
by CNPA which has its own PEC.

During discussion the meeting supported the principles behind the suggested changes, while
noting some apparent practical issues with the proposals.

It was agreed to write to THC supporting the changes, and particularly the principles driving the
suggestion. It was further agreed that CNPA Planning should also be included in these
representations.

Proposed Al Dargie, Seconded Jeni Pacitti.

Action — Peter Long

Badenoch and Strathspey Community Council Forum.

The next meeting was re-scheduled for Tuesday 25" August. Al Dargie and Eilidh MacLeod
agreed to represent AVCC.

Action — Al Dargie, Eilidh MacLeod. Peter Long to notify THC.

10. Reports from other organisations

a.

CNPA report
Lauren MacCallum indicated via email that she would be attending a meeting on the wildfire on
14 August and may have issues to feedback thereafter.

Highland Council report

Bill Lobban reported that although THC was in recess a massive amount of work had been
done regarding the Glenmore fire.

Al Dargie expressed thanks for the work of all of the THC staff involved.

ACE board member report

Kathleen Cameron reported on a significant shortfall in donations to cover the costs of the
hanging baskets.

The ACE AGM will be held on 27 August.

A sub group was set up to take forward the proposed buy-out of Milton Woods.

AGCT report
Covered under the Glenmore fire/recovery discussion.

FLS report
The report circulated by Paul Hibberd was noted
Action - Peter Long to contact CNPA

11. AOCB

Peter Long had been approached by a resident regarding damage to the stone walls at the
south end of Grampian Road.
Action — Peter Long to report to THC

Peter Long reminded the meeting that the interim CC elections go live on 20 August.

12. Date of next meeting — Thursday 10 September 2026.

13. Close 8.50 pm



Aviemore & Vicinity Community Council

TREASURER’S REPORT 13t August 2026 Aviemore
Community Centre meeting room

Treasurers Account £ f
Balance at 30" June 2026 £4,323.78
Income

The Highland Council £1,172.11
Interest

Expenditure

Balance at 31 July 26 £5,495.89






