
Aviemore and Vicinity Community Council 
Thursday 11th June 2026, Aviemore Community Centre 
MINUTES 
 
1. Present 
Al Dargie, AVCC Chair  Fraser Stuart, ACCG  George McDonald, ACCG 
Roddy Stevens, AVCC  Janice Bootle, ACCG  Linda Fraser, ACCG 
Eilidh McLeod, AVCC  John Talbot, ACCG  Carol Gordon, ACCG 
Kathleen Cameron, AVCC Fiona McMullen, ACCG Beth Hay, ACCG 
Bill Lobban, THC  Kay McDonald, ACCG  Gerdi Cornfoot, ACCG 
 
2. Apologies 
Peter Long, AVCC  Sid Airey, AVCC  Vicky Stables, AVCC 
 
3. Welcome and introductions  
Al Dargie welcomed everybody to the meeting.  Introductions were made.  
 
4. Declarations of interest - Bill won’t comment on planning matters. 
 
5. Minutes of May meeting 
Acceptance proposed by Eilidh, seconded by Kathleen 
 
6. Matters arising 
All previous actions from the previous meeting have been completed.  
 
7. Treasurers report 
Acceptance proposed by Eilidh, seconded by Roddy 
 
8. Police Report  
No report provided.  
 
9. Business 
 
a. Care Home Provision and Former Health Centre Site 
 
Aviemore Community Cares Group (ACCG) attended to discuss local care home provision and 
the future of the former health centre building.  Significant community concern remains 
regarding the proposed demolition, with around 500 signatures on a petition supporting 
retention of the building for community use among other issues listed on the petition.  
 
Concerns were raised about the loss of another community asset, with reference made to 
previous losses including the former community hall.  Some residents were unaware of the 
redevelopment and demolition proposal until it was reported in the press. 
 
Janice (ACCG) wrote to NHS Highland on 3rd February 2026 highlighting the need for care home 
provision in Aviemore and requesting consideration of retaining the building for healthcare-
related use, including as a potential care home.  She expressed disappointment that a 
response was not received until 8th June 2026 and felt it lacked sufficient detail. 
 
Arleen Johnston, on behalf of NHS Highland, acknowledged the community’s concerns and 
confirmed that future adult social care needs, including care home provision, continue to be 



assessed.  She advised that current waiting times for care home placements are between one 
and two years.  Janice has since responded to NHS Highland requesting a public consultation. 
 
Al Dargie acknowledged the need for care home provision in Aviemore.  Members agreed it was 
important to understand what appraisal and assessment had been undertaken regarding the 
former health centre site by NHS Highland prior to disposing of the site. 
 
Previous care home plans had received planning approval elsewhere in Aviemore around 15 
years ago, but the proposal was not progressed and the site used for housing as no operator 
was secured and it was not considered commercially viable. The decision to dispose of the 
former health centre site was made by NHS Highland before the site was acquired by Highland 
Council.  The Council’s decision to acquire the land for housing was acknowledged as a 
separate matter. 
 
Janice advised that she has submitted a Freedom of Information request for the building survey 
to establish whether asbestos is present, raising concerns regarding health and safety, 
neighbour notification and appropriate handling procedures. 
 
Existing care home provision: 
 

• 25 beds at Mains House, Newtonmore 
• 11 beds at The Wade Centre, Kingussie 
• 13 beds at Grant House, Grantown 
• 40 beds at Lynemore, Grantown, with planning approved for a further 12 beds 
• No current care home provision in Aviemore 

 
Action: AVCC will write to NHS Highland requesting a formal needs assessment for a care 
home and wider care provision in our community. This must consider existing population 
demographics and future demographic modelling. 
 
Proposed by Al, seconded by Kathleen. 
 
ACCG also raised concerns relating to the following. 
 
The land: 
Discussion took place regarding land gifted to the community by the Countess of Seafield, 
which was subsequently developed for the hall, football pitch and health centre.  ACCG stated 
this was common good land; however, Bill Lobban confirmed that Aviemore has never had any 
common good land as it was not a Royal Burgh, this designation does not apply. 
 
Housing provision: 
ACCG felt that there is sufficient housing provision through HHA, the old school site at Milton 
Park, and Torr Lodge.  Fraser Stuart commented on the level of development in Aviemore, with 
ongoing demolitions and groundworks.  Concerns were also raised that local residents are not 
prioritised through the housing allocation process. Bill Lobban confirmed that existing demand 
outstrips even planned developments. 
 
Community access to the gym hall and pitch: 
ACCG raised concerns that the gym hall is not easily available for community bookings, with 
the view expressed that the community has lost out.  The football pitch is not always available 
for community use and the times it is open are limited. 
 
b. Banking hub request response 
 



The previous application for a community hub was rejected.  An application was submitted to 
LINK for consideration, highlighting the impact on residents and local businesses.  The 
assessment considered access to cash facilities, including the availability of three cash points, 
Post Office services and business banking facilities.  The Post Office does not accept cheque 
deposits and that business cash deposits remain an issue. 
The application was rejected on the basis that there is currently good access to cash.  
Concerns were raised that the assessment focused on cash availability rather than wider 
business and community needs. 
 
Action: An appeal will be submitted, highlighting the importance of face-to-face banking 
support for more vulnerable residents, the needs of local businesses depositing cash, and the 
increased pressure on cash facilities during peak tourist periods, which was included in the 
original application. 
 
Proposed by Al, seconded by Kathleen.  
 
c. Re-consultation on Planning Application 2025/0331/DET – Former Ambulance Station 
 
AVCC had already submitted an objection. 
 
Action: Al to write to the planning authority to reaffirm our objection, referring to the concerns 
previously raised regarding the proposed development.  Requesting that a site visit be 
undertaken as part of the planning process. 
 
Proposed by Al, seconded by Eilidh. 
 
d. Short term let objections 

 
The previous report recorded 24 objections; there are now around 30 objections.  Our approach 
was discussed and means not every individual objection has to be brought to the table for 
discussion.  It was agreed to continue the current policy on objections for a further year. 
 
Proposed by Al, seconded by Kathleen. 
 
10. Reports from other organisations 

 
a. CNPA – no report 
 
b. The Highland Council - Laggantygown Parking:  Reidhaven Estate had originally indicated 

that it would provide the land for free.  However, Highland Council has since advised that 
the Estate is seeking an annual rental for the land. 

 
Part of the land is owned by Highland Council, and it may be possible for the Council to 
make a minor alteration to that land to help address the parking issue.  The National Park 
has identified funding that could be used to improve path access to Loch Vaa, which AVCC 
views as a separate issue from the cemetery parking. 

 
Action: Eilidh to email Reidhaven for an update  

 
c. ACE – this month’s meeting did not take place, so there are no updates to report.  

 
d. AGCT – no report 

 



e. FLS - Sites have generally remained relatively quiet, although the late May Bank Holiday 
period was particularly busy, with reports of campfires and increased visitor activity 
highlighted in the report.  FLS Rangers do not have the legislative powers to enforce fire 
related restrictions, as these powers are reserved for authorised Park Rangers.  Overnight 
camping continues to be the main management challenge across the sites.  All planned car 
park improvement works have now been completed, and no forestry operations are 
scheduled to take place until the autumn. 
 
Action: Al to ask for further information on how the rangers are managing the fire 
restrictions, what has been impossible and/or difficult for them.  

 
 
11. AOCB 

 
AVCC had received a request from CNPA for a reconsultation on the planned 3 metre wide NMU 
route from Aviemore to Carrbridge as part of the A9 dualling project. Comment was submitted 
asking for additional details. 
 
The response received provided limited additional information.  However, it was confirmed that, 
subject to planning approval, the route will be incorporated within the Dalraddy to Slochd 
section of the scheme. 
 
Oakwood Caravan Park crossing – the area is already accessible via the existing non-motorised 
user route.  No additional information has been provided regarding any proposed changes to 
this section. 
 
Granish entrance – the route will cross the side road at Granish.  Further clarification may be 
required regarding the crossing arrangements and associated safety measures. 
 
Highland Council Licensing – Comment was passed about a recent decking area constructed at 
a licensed premises at Myrtlefield  infront of residential flats, it was agreed to seek further 
information and clarification on outdoor use for bar/restaurant premises.   
 
Action: Eilidh to email them to gain this information.  
 
Coastal Communities Fund – it was suggested that Aviemore should consider this fund for 
upcoming projects.   
 
George McDonald said you can no longer buy a specific funeral plot at Laggontygowan. It was 
also noted that if you had already purchased a plot the local authority will buy them back at the 
original price, and not current price.   
 
12. Date of next meeting - 9th July 2026 at 7pm 

 
13. Close - 9pm 
 


