AVIEMORE AND VICINITY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Thursday 14 May 2026, Aviemore Community Centre
MINUTES

. Present
Al Dargie (Chair), AVCC
Peter Long (Secretary), AVCC
Roddy Stevens, AVCC
Kathleen Cameron, AVCC
Eilidh McLeod, AVCC
Vicky Stables, Public
Janis Bootle, Aviemore Community Cares
John Talbot, Aviemore Community Cares
George McDonald, Aviemore Community Cares

. Apologies for absence —Sid Airey, AVCC; Clir Bill Lobban, THC

. Welcome and introductions — Al Dargie welcomed everyone to the meeting

Declarations of interest — None.

Minutes of the March meeting
Kathleen Cameron proposed acceptance of the minutes, seconded by Roddy Stevens

Matters arising from the March meeting

Al Dargie updated on progress with the banking hub enquiry. There is a 14-week assessment
process.

Peter Long updated on progress with the website migration, and it was agreed to set up a small
group to review and update content once everything is set up.

Peter Long had raised the cemetery car park issue with Lewis Hannah. Response still awaited.

. Treasurer’s report

Peter Long proposed acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Roddy Stevens

Police report
None provided.

Business

a. Co-option of Vicky Stables as a Community Councillor
Kathleen Cameron proposed Vicky Stables’ co-option as a Community Councillor, seconded by
Eilidh McLeod. Al Dargie welcomed Vicky as a CC member.
Action — Peter Long

b. Planning Application 2026/0135/DET Proposed mountain toboggan track and associated
structures, buildings, platforms, landscaping and infrastructure works Land 284M East
Of Cairngorm Mountain Glenmore Aviemore. Called in by CNPA (Previously
26/01428/FUL)
Al Dargie outlined the main points of the application, including the potential visual impact. Peter
Long reported that Community Councillors were invited to visit the site and meet with local



managers. The meeting welcomed the developments potential role in enhancing Cairngorm as
a year-round destination. Some questions were raised around the management of the
toboggan, in particular the potential risks of collision with other hill users particularly children,
with dogs off-lead, and with wildlife including the reindeer herd.

After discussion it was decided to support the application, but with questions on the
management risks outlined above.

It was also decided to accept to offer of a site visit

Action — Peter Long

Planning Application 26/01475/FUL Siting of container for use as hot food takeaway unit
(Retrospective) The Winking Owl 123 Grampian Road Aviemore PH22 1RHVCC website
— maintenance and future development

Al Dargie outlined the background, in that this was a retrospective application and that the unit
had been in place for some months. The importance of the unit for the ongoing pub business
was noted. Concerns were raised that this was effectively a fait accompli and a proliferation of
such installations would have a negative visual impact on the wider area.

After discussion it was agreed to adopt a neutral position on this application, but to highlight
concerns regarding the retrospective nature of the application.

Proposed Peter Long, Seconded Eilidh McLeod

Action — Peter Long

10. Reports from other organisations

a.

CNPA report
None received

Highland Council report
None received

ACE board member report

Kathleen Cameron reported that the winning winter light had been chosen and ordered.

The hanging basket flowers are ordered and expected in June.

Community markets are getting busier with a wider range of stalls. The ACE bottle stall will be
on 24 May.

AGCT report
Nothing received in advance of the meeting. Janis Bootle reported on the feasibility study and
search for permanent ice rink sites.

FLS report

The meeting noted the circulated report.

Interest was expressed in the CC being party to discussions on the replacement of the
Cairngorm Club footbridge.

Action — Peter Long

11. AOCB

Al Dargie raised a planning application for 10 permanent holiday pods at Badaguish. Given that
these are already in place the meeting felt that no action was required.

Al Dargie reported on the recent Badenoch and Strathspey Community Council Forum meeting.
It is hoped that this will re-introduce regular Police reports to CCs. The meetings will be held
quarterly going forward.

Councillor Bill Lobban joined the meeting at this point.



Al Dargie reported back on a recent meeting regarding the closure of the Granish moor level
crossing. Work is underway to reopen the crossing, but the arrangements will be formalised,
with new gates and increased signage.

Janis Bootle then asked to speak regarding the demolition of the former Health Centre. A group
— Aviemore Community Cares — has been formed to oppose this and are seeking the retention
of the building for community use. The group feels that there is a desperate need for nursing
home capacity in the area and that the former Health Centre building could be converted to
meet this need. A petition was being circulated, signed by over 200 local residents.

Al Dargie outlined the priorities set in the recent Community Action Plan for Aviemore, which
put affordable housing as a key priority. Bill Lobban highlighted the lack of Scottish Government
funding and the financial regime which makes smaller scale care facilities unviable. It was also
noted that the demolition work was already underway.

All parties were supportive of the need for more local care provision. It was agreed that the
group would approach NHS Highlands with a view to a further discussion at the June CC
meeting.

12. Date of next meeting — Thursday 11 June 2026.

13. Close 8.45 pm



Aviemore & Vicinity Community Council

TREASURER’S REPORT 14" May 2026 Aviemore Community
Centre meeting room

Treasurers Account f f
Balance at31st March 2026 £4,505.98
Income

Interest £ 10.96

Expenditure

Chq 330 web site £ 202.50

Balance at 31 April 26 £4,314.44



